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In accounting for the events of December 6th and
of later tragic days in the German Revolution, it is impos-
sible and will always be impossible, even though the men
who were chiefly responsible for all that was done are
many of them still alive, to say who first began the spilling
of blood. It is certain that Spartacus, at any rate, was
fully armed ; all the evidence agrees that the Spartacists
from the outset disposed of such things as armoured
motor-cars in considerable numbers* It is necessary
that the English reader should understand that Spartacus
is anything but a harmless street crowd* There was
nothing accidental about Spartacus* Spartacus was
a determined faction, not an accidental concourse of
street idlers* Only three weeks after the opening of the
Revolution Spartacus, in a widely circulated and most
violently worded pamphlet, had declared Ebert and
Scheidemann only fit for hanging at the nearest
street lamp-post* Yet the first outbreak had a curious
accidental origin and passed away arbitrarily and
quickly* The more radical elements had their strong-
holds in the Executive Committee of the Berlin Soviets
Congress* Two young aristocrats, who afterwards
escaped, were foolish enough to get a few soldiers
together and arrest the Committee for a few hours* In
the conflict to rescue them Spartacus and Government
came into collision and eight victims fell, (December 6th)*

In an official apology which was at once issued five out
of the six People's Commissaries dissociated themselves